
The Westport Parent Teacher Student Organization (WPTSO) is an organization whose purpose is to strengthen, enhance 
and nourish all aspects of the educational and social environment of Westport Central School (WCS). Its goals are to comple-
ment the school experience by providing additional opportunities for parents, teachers and students to learn, socialize, 
communicate and grow.

Fun Run
Jessica Storey, President
November - It was a cool, fall Saturday with a bluebird sky; 
a perfect day for a brisk walk or run. Eighty-six students, 
parents, teachers and community members showed up and 
enjoyed the challenge of completing the 1K Fun Run or the 
5K (for the 5K’ers, the most challenging part being the climb 
up the Westport Marina hill!) Thank you to Holly Mitchell for 
providing music and encouragement as they approached the 
top! New this year, thanks to Erin Hall, was the create-your-
own medal table for the young 1K finishers. It was a big hit! 
And the top age group finishers of the 5K once again were 
awarded the beautiful clay medals hand-made by some of 
Mrs. Matthews’ art students. 

After the run/walk, most participants and spectators came 
together to enjoy a scrumptious breakfast prepared by Josh 
and Rick Olcott. Altogether, a record $1,500 was earned, and 
those earnings help fund scholarships and grants for our 
teachers and students. We hope you will join us for year 6 of 
this event come next November!

Book Fair
Cena Abramo, Treasurer
December - December’s Scholastic Book Fair turned the WCS 
library into a book store for the week, generating  school-
wide excitement and interest in perusing new books – which 
led to many spirited discussions among the students about 
authors, books, and reading!  We sold $2,500 in books which 
earned the WPTSO $1,000 “Scholastic Dollars” that can be 
cashed in for more books for our school.  We have offered 
each elementary classroom teacher $100 “Scholastic Dollars” 
to spend on books for their classroom libraries. 

We are grateful to all of the parent and community volun-
teers and customers who made the WPTSO / WCS Scholastic 
Book Fair a success this year.  

Thank you to all who browsed, bought and volunteered!

The Flag Pole Garden Project
Erin Hall, Board Member & CFES Liason
September - WPTSO Volunteers gathered with shovels, hos-
es, seeds, bulbs and more to haul out the old and plant the 
NEW garden around the Flagpole at WCS. The true beauty of 
the new garden is dormant right now, but we are excited to 
see the new color and flowers come Spring! Once the new 
garden has filled out, we’ll reassess the area to see if any-
thing new is needed. 

A huge Thank You to all of the volunteer’s who helped with 
this garden project, especially Jonathan Pribble Excavation 
and the local Westport Community who has been very sup-
portive of this beautification process.

Logo Creation Campaign
Jodi Browning, Vice President
October - On the first day of of the 2016/17 school year, the 
WPTSO began its Logo Creation Campaign.  This campaign 
was school-wide and open to all WCS students.  We asked 
students to design (and submit before October 28th) a logo 
that represented who we are, what we do and who we serve 
for a chance to win $100.

Thank you to EVERYONE who contributed their artwork.  We 
had close to 20 thoughtful and creative logo submissions 
from students spanning grades 3 to 12!
 
Of those submissions, artwork was narrowed down to 6 fi-
nalists after a detailed review of each design by committee 
members.  Finalists were narrowed down to 1 contest win-
ner and 3 honorable mentions.  Of those 4 winners, students 
from elementary, middle and high school were represented.
 
Each student who entered the contest received an award for 
participating and a letter of recognition for their design.  Con-
gratulations to Honorable Mention award winners: Melissa 
Place, Wren & Luna Van Deusen, Sofie Fiegl and Sophia Bos-
ley and to Cameron Costello for winning first place!
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WPTSO Membership News
Michelle Maron, Board Member & Membership Coordinator
Join Us!  A very large thank you to the entire community for supporting the WPSTO by joining us and becoming members! Our 
membership includes students, teachers, administrators, friends and community members of Westport Central School.  Mem-
bership has doubled from this time last year which means more money for grants specifically supporting WCS!  If you would 
like to become a member, renew your WPTSO membership or get involved, just go to wptso.com. To find out about current 
events and to like us on Facebook go to facebook.com/WCSPTO/.  Become a WPTSO member today and get involved and sup-
port our school!

Volleyball Tournament
Holly Mitchell, Secretary

March - Got cabin fever? Get out of the house to bump, 
set, volley and play with your friends!  The Westport 
Parent Teacher Organization (WPTSO) is hosting its an-
nual volleyball tournament on Friday, March 10th at the 
Westport Central School Gymnasium starting at 5:00pm.  
Teams must be registered by Friday, March 10th at 
4:30pm.    Participation is open to students (grade 7 and 
up), faculty/staff and community members far and wide 
(not limited to Westport). All communities welcome!  
Teams must consist of 3 males and 3 females, no regu-
lar substitutes.  Food, fun and prizes!  $5 each for stu-
dents, $10 each for adults.  Number of teams are limited 
so pre-registration is recommended.  For registration 
forms and rules please visit www.wptso.com.  For more 
information contact Holly Mitchell at 546-8255.

Polar Plunge! It’s “Chili!”
April - We are always looking for new and innovative 
ways to raise a bit of money, build community and have 
fun, so our latest idea seems like a perfect event for the 
job!  An early April dip in Lake Champlain followed by 
a hot chili feast (complete with corn bread and all the 
fixin’s).  Haven’t you always wanted to say you ‘swam’ 
in the lake just after ice out?  Here’s your chance.  Stay 
tuned for more details about our coolest initiative yet.

SAT Prep Course 
March - April - Once again the WPTSO will sponsor this seven 
week course to give WCS students tips and tricks on how to 
confidently score their best in the SAT’s.  Cheryl Phillips and 
Scott Gibbs will cover math, language arts and some science 
topics.  “More than anything,” says organizer Holly Mitchell, 
“the prep course is paramount to feeling successful in taking 
a challenging standardized test that many colleges are still 
dependent upon.”  Stay tuned for 2017 dates and details.

Enrichment Grants
Kristin Fiegl, Board Member & Teacher Liaison
January - The WPTSO awarded three grants during the first 
half of the school year. Sarah LaCroix, who joined the WCS 
faculty this fall, received $250 towards the development 
of her classroom library. Community members have also 
stepped forward with donations of gently used books of Mrs. 
LaCroix’s requested titles, allowing her to stretch the funds 
farther. Technology teacher Tonya Lackey was awarded $300 
to purchase a Pi-Top laptop kit with Raspberry Pi. The kit will 
be used in this year’s new elective, Intro to Computer Sci-
ence. Through building laptops, WCS students will have the 
opportunity to go beyond the software side of Computer Sci-
ence and begin to explore the hardware side. In addition to 
the WPTSO grant and her classroom budget, Ms. Lackey is 
seeking grants from other sources with the hope of providing 
even more kits for student use. Finally, the WPTSO awarded 
Mr. Meyer a grant for $200 for an upcoming guest speaker 
who will focus on the topics of grit, resilience, and character 
development with 7-12 students. 

The WPTSO has upped the maximum grant request from 
$300 to $500, and would like to remind faculty that funding 
is still available for grant requests for the 2016-2017 school 
year. Please let Kristin Fiegl know if you need more informa-
tion or a grant application form. 

Teacher Appreciation
Kristin Carothers, Board Member & Faculty Hospitality Coordinator
May - With Teacher Appreciation Week right around the cor-
ner (Monday, May 1st to Friday, May 5th), we are gearing up 
to make it a fabulous week. We know that the teachers work 
hard to instill a love for learning in our students. We want to 
take this week to show them how much we appreciate all 
that they do. Please be on the lookout for more information 
as this week approaches.

Altruism Award
June - This $500 WPTSO Scholarship is awarded to a college 
bound senior who has been consistently devoted to the wel-
fare of his/her school and community. Applications are avail-
able to any WCS High School Senior who has a GPA of at least 
80%, is graduating in the current academic year and has been 
accepted into a 2 or 4-year college.  For more information 
and application forms, visit wptso.com.

Upcoming Initiatives


